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1 . GERMAN SOCIALIST LEADER WILLY BRANDT'S COMMENTS TO 
SPIEGEL FAVORING "INFORMATIVE CONTACTS" WITH WESTERN 
COMMUNIST PARTIES, AND CREDITING DEMOCRATIC TENDENCIES OF 
PCI, GIVEN WIDE, IF NOT PROMINENT, COVERAGE IN ITALIAN 
MEDIA. STATEMENTS PUTTING PCI IN MOST FAVORABLE LIGHT 
READ ON NATIONAL TELEVISION NEWS. ENSUING DEBATE IN 
GERMANY BEING REPORTED WITH OBVIOUS INTEREST, BUT SO 

FAR LITTLE COMMENT. 

2. COMMENT: INTERNAL GERMAN DEBATE MUST HAVE AN AIR 
OF UNREALITY FOR ITALIAN POLITICAL COMMUNITY WHERE 
CONSIDERABLY MORE THAN "INFORMATIVE" CONTACTS WITH PCI 
BY DC HAVE BEEN THE RULE FOR YEARS. NEVERTHELESS, TO 
EXTENT THAT BRANDT S STATEMENTS ACCREDIT THE PCI AS A 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY, THEY MUST REDUCE ITALIAN PUBLIC'S 
FEARS REGARDING THE NEGATIVE INTERNATIONAL CONSEQUENCES 
THE HISTORIC COMPROMISE WOULD HAVE.VOLPE 
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